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ABSTRACT

Kostas Skarvelis?, Dimitra Mouriki?, Giorgos Lazarakis?, Panagiota Peristeraki*: Preliminary results
of lionfish stomach contents on the coasts of Crete. Lionfish Pterois miles (Bennett, 1828) and Pterois
volitans (Linnaeus, 1758) are one of the most successful invaders due to their rapid expansion, population
proliferation and significant impact on local species abundance and biomass. The current preliminary study is
the first to focus on lionfish diet in the Cretan coasts. Stomach contents of 37 specimens of various size lionfish
were assessed and contents were categorized to the closest taxonomic category. Prey variety included reef
associated small fish and crustaceans. Monitoring and population management plans ought to be a high
priority for these species as their impact is considered imminent.
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EIZArQrH

ZeVIKA €ldn HE apvnTIKO QVTIKTUTIO OTA OLKOCUGCTAHOTA €loaywyng Xapoaktnpilovial wg swofolka. Ta
Aeovtoyapa Pterois miles (Bennett, 1828) kat Pterois volitans (Linnaeus, 1758) elvat elofoAikd otn Mecoyelo
pe miBavotepn mpoéleucn amod tnv EpuBpd Bahacca. MpoKeltal yla PN €MAEKTIKA capkodaya €idn pe
onuavtikég meptBaidoviikég avoyxég (Kimball et al. 2004, Jud et al, 2015, Gress et al, 2017), duvopika
QVamopaywyLka xapaktneLotika (Morris et al, 2009), (blaitepa taxeia e€anAwon (Shofield, 2009) kat unAég
TLUKVOTNTEG OTLG eLloPoALKEC teploxég (Dahl et al., 2014). OL eMMTWOELG OO TNV EYKATACTACH KAl TV auénon
Tou MANBUGOU TOUG OTLG VEEG TEPLOXEG TtepAapBdavouy T Helwon otpatoAoynong oe ynyevn £16n (Albins &
Hixon, 2008) aAAQ Kat Tn onuavTikh peiwon otn Blopala xbuwv Bnpapdtwy toug (Green et al., 2012). 2tn
Meooyelo bev €xel paypatomolnOel, HEXPL ONUEPA, KAUUIO EKTILNGN TWV EMMTWOEWY TNG ELGROANG TOU
Aeovtoapou. H mapoloa MPOKATAPKTIKA UEAETN Slepeuvad TN SLATPOPN TOU OTILG OKTEC TNG KpRtng onwg
KOTaypAdETAL AMO OTOUAXLKA TIEPLEXOUEVA ATOUWYV TTOU CUAAEXBNKaV amo alleia.

YAIKA KAl MEGOAOI

Jtopdyta and 37 AsovioPapa cUAEXBNKAV Ao TNV EMOYYEAUATIKA KOL TNV EPACLTEXVIKA aALlela TG KpATNG,
arno Tov Maptio tou 2018 £w¢ tov lovvio Tou 2019 kal xpnolponoBnkay yla Tnv HeAETN TS Statpodrg Tou
eldoug otnv neployn. Ta neplocodtepa delypata AeovtoPapou TonoBeTONKAV O MAYOVEPO AUECWG LUETA TN
oUAANUN Toug Kat kpatnBnkav og katdPuén. Ma TIg avaykeg TnNg avaluong HETPROnKe To OALKO UNKOC Kal
Bdapog Tou Paplol kabBwe Kal To anevtooBLwpeVo Papog Tou. APalpEOnKe TO OTOUAXL QMO TNV OTAAXVLKN
KOWAOTNTA, KABWC Kol TO MePLOTAAXVIKO ALMOG. ZuyiloTtnke OAOKANPO TO OTOMAXL, TO OTOUAXIKO TIEPLEXOUEVO
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Kal TO A6el0 OTOPAXL KOl TO TEPLOTAXVIKO Almog pe akpifela ekotootol tou ypappapiou. Katodmv
avayvwpilodnkav otn xaunAotepn duvatn talvoplk povada ta otedéxn tng Asiag oe kABe oTopdyl Kal
LETPAONKE 0 aPLOUOG TWV SLAKPLTWY ATOHWY avad Yevikn Kal e8Ik Taflvoulkn katnyopia. YrohoyicOnke n
ouxvOTNTA ERPAVIONG AVA TAELVOULKA KATNYOPLa, WG TO TTOCOOTO TWV CTOUOXLWVY OTa onoia epdavicdnkav
Onpaparta ou avikav oe KOs Katnyopla.

AMNOTEAEZMATA KAI ZYZHTHZH

To 0AKO UNKOG TwV 37 atOpwWY AgovtoPapou mou MeAETAONKav Kupavenke amo 49.91 — 341 xilootd. Ao
autd 14 Atav BnAukd, 13 apoevikd kat oto uTtdAouta SV UMOPOUCE va YiveL avayvwplon tou ¢uAou. Aéka
otopdxla Bpebnkav pe €AAXLOTO OTOMOXKO TEPLEXOUEVO O€ Tpoxwpnuévn mePn. Zuvolikd, 78 dtopa
Slokpltwv Bnpapatwy Bpédnkav ota otopdyla mou efetaotnkav. O pécog aplOudg atopwv Asiag ava
otopdxt tav 2.1 dtopa, evw To BAPOG TOU OTOUAXIKOU TTEPLEXOUEVOU QIMOTEAOUOE KOTA LEGO OPO TO 2% TOU
arnevtooOwwpévou Bdapoug tou Yaplol. Ot tehedoteol amotedoloav thv Katnyopia Onpapdtwv pe T
peyaAltepn cuxvotnta epdaviong ota otopdyla (48.65%), evw Tta Kapkwoeldy eixav tnv Seltepn
peyalutepn ocuyvotnta spdaviong (24.32%). Bp£Bnkav emiong ATOUO TTOU OVAKAY OTLG TOELVOULKEG OUASEG
AwélSa, KwnAmoda kot lodmoda. Amo ta dtopa mou pmdpecav va toflvopunbolv oe XapunAoTtepeg
TAEWVOULKEG OMAdeg, Kkataypadnkav SUo UTOTALELS KapKlvoelSwv (Bpaxloupa Kat yapideg), evw
avoyvwpeLoTnKav TIEVTE OLKOYEVELEG, SUO yévn kal SU0 €lbn teledotewv. Aemrtopepr otowela yla Tig
TAEWVOULKEG KATNYOPLES, TOV aplOUd TwV atopwv Aslag ava katnyopia Kot T cuxvotnta eUPAvIonG TOUG
napouaolalovtal oToug rivakeg | kad Il

Mivakag |: BLOPETPIKA OTOLXELO TWV ATOHWY AEOVTOYaPOU TIOU XpnoLUoTotnBnkay yla tnv
OVAAUOH TOU OTOMOXLKOU TIEPLEXOMEVOU.

Table 1: Biometric measurements of lionfish used in the stomach content analysis.

Measurment min max average
Lionfish total length (mm) 4991 341 217.03
Stomach content weight (SCW) (gr) 0.01 12.34 1.44
SCW as % of Eviscerated Weigth (EW) 1.10 7.84 1.97
Perivisceral fat weight (PFW) (gr) 0 54.53 8.20
PFW as % of Eviscerated Weigth 0 10.80 3.76
Number of prey specimens per stomach | 0 12 2.11

Mivakag II: TagvopLKEG KaTnyopleg TwV Bnpapdtwy Kal cuxvotnTa ELGAVIOHG TOUG 0T CTOUAXLA
Tou Asovtoyapou.

Table II: Prey taxonomic category and frequency of occurrence in lionfish stomach content.

Fauna category of preys % Frequency of occurence | Total number
Teleosts 48.65 33

Crustacea 24.32 20

Annelida 5.41 17

Copepoda 2.70 1

Isopoda 2.70 1

Suborder

Shrimp 13.51 1




brachyura 2.70 1
Family/species

Gobiidae 2.70 1
Scorpaena spp. 2.70 1
Serranus spp. 2.70 8
Chromis chromis 8.11 3
Mullus barbatus 2.70 1

Ta mMAPAMAVW QMOTEAECHOTO, OV KOL TIPOKATAPKTLKA, UTOSEKVUOUV OTL To Agovtoapo otnv
neploxn t™ng Kpntng tpédetal pe moAL SLadpOopPETIKEG KATNyopleg Bnpapdtwv, yeyovog Tou
eTuPePalwVeL OTL €lval €UKALPLAKOE BNPeUTNC Kol pmopel va eKUeTOAAEVETAL OXESOV OAEC TIC
katnyopieg Swabéowung tpodng. H peydAn ykapa Siatpodng tou Sivel t Sduvatrdtnta va
ovtaywviletal pe enituyia ta ynyevn ybuodaya €idn (Albins & Hixon 2008) Ta kUpla Onpapata
Tou ATav €idn Yoplwv tng mapaktiag {wvng, Onwg n KaAoypltoo pe cuxvotnta epdaviong 8% kol
€(6n ¢ owkoyévelacg Serranidae, mou ftav ta nd adBova, aplBuNnTikd, Bnpdpata 6cov adopd Ta
Papla. Qotooco kat aMa £i6n Paplwv, 6w o okopmLog (Scorpaena spp), N koutoopoupa (Mullus
barbatus) kaL o Kowog ywpLog (Gobius niger) Pp€Bnkav ota oTOHAXLA TWV AOVIOYOpwWY TOU
peAetiOnkav. Tuxva £xouv Bpebel o otopayia Asovtopapou yOmeg Kot papibec otnv mepLoxn TG
KpAtng, OxL OUwG otV mapoloa LEAETN (TTPOCWTILKI EMLKOWVWVIA).

EVTUTIWOLOKEG ATOV OL TTOGOTNTEG TEPLOTIAAXVIKOU Altoug ota dtopa mou eéstaotnkay (ioo pe 4%
Tou amevtooBlwpévou Bapoug Tou Yaplol Katd UECO Opo), eVOELKTIKO €VIATIKAG Slatpodnc.
Mpdypat, o HECOC OpoC PAPOUC TWV OTOMOXIKWY TEPLEXOUEVWVY amOTEAOVUOE TO 2% TOU
aneviooBlwpévou Bapoug tou Paplol, evw n HEYLOTN TN £pTtace £we Kol To 8% mepinou. To
TIOCOOTO AUTO elval apketd uPnAd, AapuBavovtag ur’ OV oTL MAVW Ao To 25% TwWV CTOUOXLWY
ftav oxedov adela.

Av Kal 0 aplOPOC TWV CTOUAXLWY TIOU UEAETABNKE ATOV ULKPOC, TA AMOTEAECUATA TNG TOPOUCOC
MEAETNG UTOSEIKVUOUV TIG TUOAVEG EMUTTWOEL] TIOU MIOPEL va €xelL To Agovtoyapo OToug
TANBUOOUG TWV TTOPAKTLWY KUPLWE PapLwV KoL KOPKIVOELSWV UE TNV TTEPALTEPW EEATTAWOT] KL TNV
avénon twv MANBUCHWY Tou, KABWE TIPOKELTAL YLa €va LCBOALKO €160C TTOU TIPOKAAEL GNUOAVTLKEG
ETUWNTWOEL OoTa amoBépata twv Paplwyv Kol oto BaAACCL0 OKOCUOTNUA OTLG VEEC TIEPLOXES
e€amlwong tou (Dahl et al 2014, Green et al 2012).
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